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XXIV. Matter
Life is not an inexplicable dream. Page 231
Nor is it an impossible evil. Para 1

It has become a dolorous fact.

Thus we are rationally assured.

It is a mighty pulsation.

It is a pulsation of the divine All-Existence.
We see something of its foundation.

We see also its principle.

We look up to its high potentiality.

Also to its divine out-flowering.

There is one principle below all the others.
We have not yet sufficiently considered.

It is the principle of Matter.

Life stands upon it.

It stands as upon a pedestal.
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Out of which it evolves.

It evolves like the form of a many-branching tree.
Out of its encasing seed.

This is a physical principle.

The mind, life and body of man depend upon it.
This is out-flowering of Life.

It is the result of Consciousness emerging into Mind.
It expands and elevates itself.

It does so in search of its own truth.

It is in the largeness of the supramental existence.
Yet it is conditioned by the case of body.

And it is done by the foundation of Matter.

The importance of the body is obvious.

Or he has been given a body.

And a brain.

They are capable of receiving.

They serve a progressive mental illumination.
Man has risen above the animal.

Equally it can be done by developing a body.

A physical instrument functions.

It receives and serves.

It serves a still higher illumination.

So that man can rise above.

And realise.

Not merely in thought.

And in his internal being.

But in life.
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A perfectly divine manhood.

Otherwise, two possibilities arise.

Promise of Life is cancelled.

Its meaning annulled.

An earthly being can only realise Sachchidananda.
By abolishing itself.

By shedding from it mind, life and body.

And returning to the pure Infinite.

Or else man is not a divine instrument.

There is a destined limit.

The limit is to the consciously progressive power.
It distinguishes him.

From all other terrestrial existence.

And he has replaced them in the front of things.
So another must eventually replace him.

And assure his heritage.

Body is the soul's great difficulty. Page 232

It is from the beginning. Para 2

Body is the continuous stumbling block.

It is a rock of offence.

Therefore the eager seeker hurled his ban against
the body.

He has a disgust for the world.

This 1s a world-principle.

Above all else he hates the body.
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It is an especial object of loathing for him.

The body is an obscure burden.

He cannot bear it.

It has an obstinate material grossness.

It is an obsession.

It drives him for deliverance.

The life of the ascetic is sought.

He wants to get rid of it.

He denies its existence.

He denies its reality of material existence.

Religions put their curse on Matter.

Most of them do so.

They have made the refusal.

Or resigned temporary endurance of the physical
life.

It is the test of true spirituality.

The older creeds were more patient.

They were broodingly profound.

Our souls are under the burden of iron age.

It is of feverish impatience.

They are tortured.

The older creeds were not touched by this.

This 1s a formidable division.

They did not make.

They acknowledged Earth and Heaven.

Earth was Mother, Heaven was Father.
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They accorded them equal love and reverence.

They are ancient mysteries.

They are obscure and unfathomable.

It is so whether our view is materialistic or spiritual.

They cut the Gordian knot of the problem of
existence.

They do so with one decisive blow.

They accept an escape into an eternal bliss.

Or an eternal annihilation or eternal quietude.

There is a quarrel. Page 232

We see it when we awaken to our Para 3
spiritual possibility.

It does not commence there.

Life appears.

It begins with this.

Life struggles to establish its activities.

There are forces of inertia.

Life tries to establish its permanent aggregations of
living form.

It does against the force of inconscience.

Against the force of atomic disaggregation.

They are in the material principle.

They are the knot of the great Denial.

Life is at constant war with Matter.

The battle seems to end.
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It ends in the apparent defeat of Life.

It collapses downward.

It falls on the material principle.

We call the material principle death.

Mind appears.

The discord deepens.

Mind has its limitations.

Mind has its own quarrels.

It quarrels with Life and Matter.

Mind is in constant subjection to inertia.

Mind revolts against Matter.

It revolts against the passions and sufferings of the
other.

The battle turns eventually towards the vital.

It is not very sure.

It is towards a partial and costly victory for the
Mind.

Mind slays the vital cravings.

It impairs the physical forces.

Mind disturbs the balance of the body.

It does so in the interests of mental activity.

It does so in the interests of a higher moral being.

The impatience of Life, the disgust of the body
recoil.

Pure mental and moral existence take their rise.

Man awakens to an existence beyond Mind.

He carries it further.

(ueips sfefuud Vol. 11 Issue 10 January 2013 12 )

el oIy GEImLS) GLITE GlSNIEns.
CEIImSE Sl AYSN.

CEI LB (e S)g)

DL GG L LOF6I0TLI 6T GINTLL:

wsTLl 2B

LI &5 /e ).

LITTESNIG P ULIBIUL5T0T (5,

LOSTTEpLG GLITITL L ST

LOITLS UTYYRY LGS T GLITTT RN,
BLITVEEEG 2L LU (T,

LTI P GG TN L1 &) FsN.
LGS RIS, LITESMEG TSNESIL LWL & G,

RUTY5RY TENES L060TLS GLITTIT RS
GLITgILL LG QUi S SYBLiL/RIS BlmaUissms.
LSGSITsar Gl SO (B LTl Gl

2 uflfidr gysmssmar 1sTLs PSS,

DL EESISMT 9SG FNSESNS.

2.1 o IS GNSG LI6TTL) BoDVES).

L060TLD GIFIIBNIL. Gausamy [GENSS GIFiss).

Gl SIIOGSIISTES 106l GINSGS CIFSS.

TRt YeETEpLs. 2.1 oo Glegpit) (Ao ST

LISTESTT SIS TR TUPEINS.
LIS 60T LOGTEINGE BL LGS RNTLmRY [T HIBNNToor.
YWE GLING GlSITL TSN

( vweihs sfeflwd Vol. 11 Issue 10 January 2013

13 )




It is beyond this discord.

Mind, Body, Life are condemned.

They are called the trinity of the world.

They are called flesh and devil.

Mind too is banned.

It is called the source of the malady.

War is declared between the Spirit and its
instruments.

The victory of the spiritual inhabitant is sought.

It is sought in an evasion.

Evasion is from a narrow residence.

It is sought in the rejection of mind.

Life and body are evaded.

They withdraw into their own infinitude.

The world 1s a discord.

We shall solve its perplexities.

It is done by increasing the discords.

It is a cutting away and final severance.

These defects and victories are Page 233
only apparent. Para 4

This solution is not a solution.

It is an escape from the problem.

Life is not really defeated by Matter.

It makes a compromise.

It uses death for the continuance of life.

Mind is not really victorious over Life and Matter.
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It has achieved only an imperfect development.

It is of some of its potentialities.

At the cost of others.

They are bound up with the unrealised or rejected
possibilities.

They are possibilities of its better use of life and
body.

There is the lower triplicity.

The individual soul has not conquered it.

Only rejected their claim upon it.

It is a claim of work.

The Spirit has undertaken it.

It did so when it first cast itself into form of
universe.

The labour of the Divine continues.

It is in the universe.

Therefore the problem continues.

It is without any satisfying solution of the problem.

Nor any victorious accomplishment of the Labour.

Therefore we must seek a solution.

We have a stand point.

It is about Sachchidananda.

It is the beginning, middle and end.

The struggle and discord cannot be eternal.

They are not the fundamental principles in His
Being.

Their very existence implies something.
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They imply a perfect solution and complete victory.

We must seek a solution in a real victory.

It is a victory of Life over Matter.

It must be a perfect use.

It is a use of life-force and form by Mind.

There is a real victory of Spirit over the triplicity.

It must be a free and perfect operation of mind, life
and body.

The victory is by a conscious Spirit.

We have worked out a view.

In it this is the last conquest.

This alone can make that victory possible.

We must see how this conquest can be possible.

Is this possible at all or wholly possible?

We must find out the reality of Matter.

We must do so as we seek fundamental knowledge.

Earlier we found out about Mind, Soul & Life.
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Sri Aurobindo and the Tradition
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56. Darknessis evil incarnate for the tradition.
Darkness, says Bhagavan, is dense light.
gL Qlgar ST SenLiIsaT YRS L
L5 eaflGwu Gmer aarfpri wf Srelisi.

57. Heaven and hell are realities in the tradition.
Heaven and hell are conditions of Mind, not places
of resort.
LI GIETTESHPLE, [BIESUPLE GLOUNNTEAT S,
uf orelist Qsrissyd preyw wer Hoeser,
UGS @)L RiFHeTe eTeirHmmit.

58. Vibhutis and Avatars are emanations of the Spirit in the
tradition.
Sri Aurobindo is a Portion of the Lord, who came
down on earth to announce the arrival of the Hour
of God, for which He worked for aeons.
gt oy SlEEsL, YSTIEISEEL 2y dariaraler Sl
LT e
uf oraflist Gmmeaueaflsar @m LGSH. Glmmpeausfler meuwrLd
aufpgefl’ L g eeatumg Ifelss o wesSHNG aubSTi.
5Hers et wessrar srilukismers Qaiigmi.

59. The universe, says the tradition, is a seven-fold chord of

Being.
To Him, it can be an eight-fold chord of Being.

( vweihs sfeflwd Vol. 11 Issue 10 January 2013 63 )




L) LBRSEEIES TYDEG 20
gl T L_058Ts @\M&5s Wy aarfprt uf rallisit.

60. Tradition states the concept of evolution, but does not
explain it.
To Sri Aurobindo, evolution is the central basis of
His Philosophy.
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