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I1/2. Brahman, Purusha, Ishwara—Maya, Prakriti,
Shakti

Page 362
Para 39

The Being can have three different states of consciousness.

They are with regard to its own eternity.
The first is the immobile status.

It is of the Self in its essential existence.
It is self-absorbed or self-conscious.

In either case it is without development of consciousness.
This is what we distinguish as its timeless eternity.

The second is its whole-consciousness of the successive
relations of all things.

It belongs to an actually proceeding manifestation.

The past, present and future stand together there.
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It stands as if in a map or settled design.

They stand very much as the work of an artist or painter or
architect.

All the details of the work might be viewed by them as a
whole.

This work might be intended or reviewed in his mind.

Or arranged in a plan for execution;

This is the stable status or simultaneous integrality of Time.

This seeing of Time is not part of our normal awareness of
events.

Our view of the past may put on something of this
character;

Because it is already known and can be regarded in the
whole.

But we know that this consciousness exists.

Because in an exceptional state it is possible to enter into it.

It is also possible to see things from the view-point of this
simultaneity of Time-vision.
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The third status is that of a processive movement of
Consciousness-Force.

And its successive working out of what has been seen by it
in the static vision of the Eternal;

this is the Time movement.

But it is in one and the same Eternity that this triple status
exists.

It is in one and the same Eternity the movement takes
place;

There are not really two eternities,

One an eternity of status, another an eternity of movement,

But there are different statuses or positions of
Consciousness.

These are taken with regard to the one Eternity.

For it can see the whole Time development from outside

or from above the movement;

It can take a stable position within the movement.

In that position it can see the before and the after.

This it can see in a fixed, determined or destined
succession;
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Or it can take instead a mobile position in the movement,

It itself move with it from moment to moment.

It can see all that has happened receding back into the past.
And all that has to happen coming towards it from the
future;

Or else it may concentrate on the moment it occupies.

And see nothing but what is in that moment immediately
around or behind it.

All these positions can be taken by the infinite being in a
simultaneous vision or experience.

It can see Time from above and inside Time,

It can see Time exceeding it and not within it;

It can see the Timeless develop the Time-movement

This it can see without ceasing to be timeless,

It can embrace the whole movement in a static and a
dynamic vision
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And put out at the same time something of itself into the
moment-vision.

The finite consciousness sees this simultaneity tied to the
moment-vision

It sees it as a magic of the Infinite, a magic of Maya;

It sees it as its own way of perception which needs to limit,

It envisages one status only at a time in order to harmonise,

This way of seeing would give a sense of confused and
inconsistent unreality.

But to an infinite consciousness it would be perfectly logical
and consistent;

All could be elements of a whole-vision.

It is capable of being closely related together in a
harmonious arrangement.

It is a multiplicity of view bringing out the unity of the thing
seen,

It is a diverse presentation of concomitant aspects of the
One Reality.
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