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XXVIII. Supermind, Mind and the Overmind Maya

Page 273
Para 3

If such intervening gradations exist, they must be supercon-
scient to human mind.
The normal human mind does not seem to have any entry
into these higher grades of being.
Man is limited in his consciousness by mind.
He is even hampered by a given range or scale of mind.

What is below his mind, submental or nether to his scale,
readily seems to him subconscious.

It seems not distinguishable from complete inconscience.
What is above it is to him superconscious.

He is almost inclined to regard it as void of awareness.

He regards it as a sort of luminous Inconscience.
He is limited to a certain scale of sounds or of colours.

What is above or below that scale is to him inaudible and
invisible.

In the same way it is with his scale of mental
consciousness.
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It is confined at either extremity by an incapacity.

That marks his upper and his nether limit.

He has no sufficient means of communication even with the
animal.

The animal is his mental congener, though not his equal.

He is even capable of denying mind or real consciousness to
animals.

This is because its modes are other and narrower than
those with which he is familiar.

He can observe submental being from outside.

But he cannot at all communicate with it. Or enter intimate-
ly into its nature.

Equally the superconscious is to him a closed book.

It may well be filled only with empty pages.

It seems as if he had no means of contact with these higher
gradations of consciousness.

If so, they cannot act as links or bridges.

His evolution must cease with his accomplished mental
range and cannot exceed it.

Nature in drawing these limits has written finis to his
upward endeavour.
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Page 274
Para 4

When we look more closely, we perceive that this normality
is deceptive.
In fact there are several directions in which human mind
reaches beyond itself.
It can tend towards self-exceeding.
It does so through lines of contact or veiled passages.

These passages connect it with higher grades of
consciousness.

They are grades of the self-manifesting Spirit.

First, we have noted the place Intuition occupies in the
human means of knowledge.

Intuition is in its very nature a projection of the action of
these higher grades.

The action is projected into the mind of Ignorance.

It is true that in human mind its action is largely hidden.

It is hidden by the interventions of our normal intelligence.

A pure intuition is a rare occurrence in our mental activity.

For what we call by the name is usually a point of direct

knowledge.

That point is immediately caught and coated over with
mental stuff.
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It serves only as an invisible or very tiny nucleus of a
crystallisation.

It is in its mass intellectual or otherwise mental in character.
Or else the flash of intuition is quickly replaced or
intercepted.

Before it has a chance of manifesting itself it is quickly replaced.

It is replaced by a rapid imitative mental movement, insight
or quick perception.

This swift process of thought owes its appearance to the
stimulus of the coming intuition.

But it obstructs its entry or covers it with a substituted
mental suggestion.

The suggestion may be true or erroneous.

But in either case it is not the authentic intuitive movement.
Even so, this intervention from above shows a connection.

This connection is between mind and what is above it.

Behind all our original thinking there is a veiled, a half-
veiled intuitive element.

This fact is enough to establish a connection between mind
and what is above it.

It opens a passage of communication.

It opens an entry into the superior spirit ranges.
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There is also the reaching out of mind to exceed the
personal ego limitation.

It reaches out to see things in a certain impersonality and
universality.

Impersonality is the first character of cosmic Self.
Universality is non-limitation by the single point of view.

It is the character of cosmic perception and knowledge.

This tendency is therefore a widening.

Even though rudimentary, it is a widening of these
restricted mind areas.

It is a widening towards cosmicity.

It is a widening towards a quality which is the very character
of the higher mental planes.

It is a widening towards that superconscient cosmic Mind.

It must in the nature of things be the original mind-action.
Our mind action is only a derivative and inferior process of
it.

Again, there is not an entire absence of penetration from
above into our mental limits.

The phenomena of genius are really the result of such a
penetration.

It is veiled no doubt,

It is veiled because the light of the superior consciousness
acts within narrow limits.

It usually acts in a special field.
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It acts without any regulated separate organisation of its
characteristic energies.

It often acts indeed quite fitfully and erratically.

It acts with a supernormal or abnormal irresponsible
governance.

Also in entering the mind it subdues and adapts itself to
mind substance.

Thus, it is only a diminished dynamis that reaches us.

It is not all the original divine luminosity.

That luminosity might be called the overhead consciousness
beyond us.

Still the phenomena of inspiration and revelatory vision are
there.

Their origin is unmistakable

Intuitive perception, intuitive discernment, surpass our less
illumined normal mind-action.

Finally, there is the vast field of mystic and spiritual
experience.

Here the gates already lie wide open.

They are open to the possibility of extending our
consciousness beyond its present limits.

They are open, unless, indeed, we turn away from their
vistas.
We may do so by an obscurantism that refuses to inquire.

Or we may be attached to our boundaries of mental
normality.
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In this way we may shut the gates.

But in our present investigation we cannot afford to neglect
the possibilities.

These domains of mankind’s endeavour bring possibilities
near to us.

They bring added knowledge of oneself.

They bring the knowledge of the veiled Reality.

It is their gift to human mind.

It is the greater light which arms them with the right to act
upon us.

It is the innate power of their existence.
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