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Book Il Chapter 2

Brahman, Purusha, Ishwara — Maya, Prakriti, Shakti

(English Summary)

There is a supreme Reality, eternal, absolute and infinite.
Because it is absolute and infinite, it is in its essence
indeterminable. It is not described by our negations neti,
neti. It is not described by our affirmations, iti, iti. Though it
is in this way unknowable, it is not altogether and in every
way unknowable. Yet it is self-evident to a knowledge by
identity. The spiritual being in us is capable of that. For the
spiritual being in its essence is the Supreme Existence.

To understand this, our intellect must pass out of the
bounds of finite logic and be accustomed to the logic of the
Infinite. This self-existence reveals itself again in three terms
of its essential nature — Atman, Purusha, Ishwara. Brahman is
the omnipresent Reality. All that exists, all the relative, are
the forms and movements of the Absolute. The Upanishads
affirm that all this is the Brahman. Brahman is the secret Bliss
of existence which is the ether of our being. The soul or
psychic entity is an eternal portion of the Ishwara. It is his
supreme Nature or Consciousness-Force. It has become the
living being in a world of living beings. We must take our
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stand on the complete and the many-sided statement if we
have to acquire an integral knowledge.

The first truth of our spiritual experience is an absolute,
eternal and infinite Self-existence which is the Self-aware
and Self-delight of being. It secretly supports and pervades
the universe, yet beyond the universe. We meet this Reality
in three fundamental aspects. They are Atman, Purusha, and
Ishwara. So too its powers of Consciousness appear to us in
three aspects. It is Maya, Prakriti and Shakti. The Absolute,
the cosmic Nature and ourselves are linked in oneness.
Brahman is the omnipresent in all relativities. There is
nothing that is not the omnipresent Reality. By observing the
Triple aspect and triple power we will see how it is possible.

The indeterminate determines itself as infinite and finite.
The Universal individualises itself and the Individual
universalises himself. The Self has a nature and is yet other
than its nature. Being turns into becoming. Yet it is always
itself and other than its becomings. Brahman is at once void
of qualities and capable of infinite qualities. If the finite
consents to some extent to look as if it is rational, the
infinitesimal refuses to be bound by the same laws. And the
infinite is unseizable. If Self, God or Spirit there be, his
dealings with the world and us are incomprehensible. They
offer no clue that we can follow. All the works of Maya look
like a Power which arranges things according to its wisdom
or its phantasy which baffles our imagination. The Spirit
manifests itself in them obscurely. The Spirit looks to our
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reason like a Magician. Magic can create illusions or it can
create astounding realities.

The cause of this impression is due to our inability to
discover the secret plan and pattern of its action. The Self-
existent is the Infinite. Our consciousness is limited, our
reason is built upon things finite. It is irrational to suppose
that a finite consciousness and reason can be a measure of
the Infinite. There are different orders of reality. And the
conceptions, measure, standards suitable to one need not
be applicable to another order. Our physical being is built
first upon an aggregate of infinitesimals, electrons, atoms,
molecules, cells. The law of action of these infinitesimals
does not explain all the physical workings of the human body.
The life and mind are supraphysical finites with a different
and more subtle mode of operations on their own. It has no
dependence on the physical parts. The Infinite has built and
supports and directs the finite it has made as its self-figure.
Our finite knowledge, conceptions, standards are incomplete
and relative to be applied to the spaceless, timeless Infinite.
Our intellect is founded on reason. It finds it difficult to deal
with the irrational. Life is infrarational. An instinct, an
intuition is needed which the intellect does not have them at
its command. It must be more difficult for our reason to
understand and deal with the suprarational. The suprarational
is the realm of the Spirit. Here only intuition and inner
experience alone are the guide. The final enlightenment
must come from the suprarational Truth-consciousness. It is
a Supramental vision and knowledge.
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But the being and action of the Infinite are not mere magic
devoid of all reason. There is a greater reason in all the
operations of the Infinite. It is a spiritual or Supramental
reason. What is magic to our finite reason is the logic of the
Infinite. It is a greater logic because it is more vast, subtle,
complex in its operations. It deduces from them results
which neither our deduction nor induction can anticipate or
are visible to us. But they are not invisible to the spiritual
vision of the Infinite. Some of them are actualities and some
are possibles that suddenly become dynamic potentials and
add themselves to the nexus. Behind all are imperatives. It is
an imperative which these possibilities are laboring to
actualize. It is a decisive divine imperative. All this our reason
cannot grasp as it is an instrument of ignorance. What is not
evident to our senses and reason is self-evident to the Infinite
Consciousness and if there is a Will of the Infinite, it must be
a Will that acts in this full knowledge. It is not a hampered
evolutionary Force bound by what it has evolved. Nor is it an
imaginative Will acting in the void upon a free caprice. It is
the truth of the Infinite affirming itself in the determinations
of the finite.

The Infinite Consciousness and Will need not act in
harmony with reason. What seems to us irrational might be
perfectly rational to a vaster totality. We cannot judge the
dynamic action of the infinite being by the standards of finite
existence. So long as we are compelled to use reason as our
main support, it cannot accept the total consciousness. We
are considering the action of the Infinite and its being and
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action. It will not do to apply our limited and limiting
conclusions to That which is illimitable. If we concentrate
only on one aspect and treat it as the whole, we illustrate the
story of the blind men and the elephant. The Infinite is at
once an essentiality, a boundless totality and a multitude. To
see the parts alone and the totality not at all or a sum of the
parts is a knowledge, but also at the same time an ignorance.
To see the totality alone and ignore the parts is also a
knowledge and at the same time an ignorance. For a part
may be greater than the whole because it belongs to the
transcendence. To see the essence alone because it takes us
back straight towards the transcendence and negate the
totality and the parts is a penultimate knowledge. But here
too there is a capital ignorance. A whole knowledge must be
there. The reason must become plastic enough to look at all
sides, all aspects and seek through them for that in which
they are one.

Thus, if we see only the aspect of Self, we may concentrate
on its static silence and miss the dynamic truth of the Infinite.
If we see only the Ishwara, we may seize the dynamic truth
but miss the eternal status and infinite silence. If we
concentrate on Purusha-Prakriti alone, we may see only the
dichotomy of Soul and Nature, Spirit and Matter and miss
the unity. We must not commit the mistake of emphasizing
one side of the Truth and concluding from it or acting upon it
to the exclusion of all other sides and aspects of the Infinite.
The realisation “l am That” is true. We cannot safely proceed
from that unless we realise also that all is That. The Infinite is
one in a multiplicity. Its action is only seizable by a supreme
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Reason which regards all and acts as a one-awareness. Each
thing and each being has its form of essential being. Also its
form of dynamic nature, svarupa, svadharma. And all must
be respected in a total working. It is the Self of all on which
we have to found a unity of action and a total, infinitely
plastic yet harmonious diversity of action. That is the nature
of the working of the Infinite.

The difficulties of our intelligence in conceiving the
absolute and omnipresent Reality are not real. Our
intelligence sees the Absolute is indeterminable. But it sees
the world of determination emanating from the Absolute.
Our intelligence is baffled by the affirmation that all these
determinations are the indeterminate Absolute. The
contradiction disappears when we see the indeterminability
is not negative. It is not an imposition of incapacity on the
Infinite. Truly, it is positive, a freedom within itself from
limitation. The Infinite is illimitably free to determine itself
infinitely. The Absolute neither creates nor is it created.
Creation is only in the sense of Being becoming in form and
movement. Its indeterminability is not a negation, but an
indispensable condition of its free self-determination. There
is a central fact of the two sides of the nature of Absolute. It
is essential and self-creative or dynamic. Here no real
contradiction enters. Our statement is complementary to the
other. There is no mental cancellation, no incompatibility. It
is only a dual statement of a single inescapable fact by human
reason in human language.

(contd.)
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