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Book Il Chapter 2

Brahman, Purusha, Ishwara — Maya, Prakriti, Shakti
(English Summary)

There is an Infinite, essentially free from all limitations,
teeming with innumerable qualities, properties and features.
Here again the illimitable freedom is positive, not negative in
its Self-expression which is Self-determination. We cannot
define the Absolute as one quality or the other as the sum of
gualities. But neither can we speak of the Absolute as a pure
blank incapable of manifesting those things. On the contrary,
all capacity is inherent within it. The undue finiteness of
thought conception and verbal expression creates the
difficulty for mind to understand the absoluteness of the
Absolute. When the logic of the finite fails us, we have to see
what is behind in the logic of the Infinite. The eternity of the
Many in the One is a thing that is perfectly natural and
possible.

Again we see that there is an infinite pure status and a
dynamic spiritual all-containing self-extension of the Infinite.
The opposition our conceptions create between the silence
and status is valid and accurate. But to the reason and the
logic of the Infinite, there can be no such opposition. The
silence, the status are the basis of the movement. An eternal
immobility is the necessary condition, field, essence even of
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the infinite mobility. In reality, the silence of the Spirit and
the dynamis of the Spirit are complementary truths and
inseparable. The opposition we make is mental and
conceptual. Our conceptions are based on our limitations
and these relative and finite conceptions do not apply to the
Absolute and Infinite.

Our conception of the Infinite is formless. But everywhere
we see form and forms surrounding us. The infinite is One,
Immutable and Identical and yet is many, mutable and
different. These things may be difficult for us to understand
because our own surface finite capacity is limited; but it is
easy to see that our relative and finite conceptions do not
apply to the Absolute and Infinite. All that is necessary for
this apparent contradiction to be accepted as natural and
logical is to admit that there can be different real statuses of
consciousness of the One Being, and that cannot be
impossible for an Existence which is free and infinite and
cannot be tied to a single condition; a free power of self-
variation must be natural to a consciousness that is infinite.

From these considerations, it is clear that the co-existence
of the Infinite and the finite, the very nature of universal
being is inevitable. The finite is the frontal aspect and a self-
determination of the Infinite. Though the finite is looked
upon as a division of the Indivisible there is no such thing as
the division is apparent and no real separation is possible.
This logic of the Infinite contradicts the conception of our
finite reason. The infinite is the one power of the varying
powers of the finite and their constituting substance. The
basic substance is one. It develops many different substances
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and millions of unlike objects. Mind is one, but differentiates
into many mental states, mind-formations, thoughts, and
perceptions. Oneness or sameness is everywhere.
Differentiation is everywhere. The essence of the Reality is
immutably the same. This again is the logic of the Infinite.
Our surface reason is prone to conclude that the diversity
may be unreal, an appearance only. Looking deeper, we shall
see a real divinity. It is really an inexhaustible diverse display
of unity. This is a miracle, Maya of the universe. Yet it is
perfectly logical, natural and a matter of course to the self-
vision and self-experience of the Infinite.

There would be no place for reason and logic, if there
were only a rigid monotone of limited oneness and sameness.
Logic consists of right perception of relations. All universal
existence moves between the two terms of diversification of
the One and the unification of the many which are the
fundamental aspects of the Infinite. The divine Self-
knowledge is of the One. The divine All-knowledge is of the
Many. What the divine Self-knowledge and All-knowledge
brings out in its manifestation must be the truth of its being.
Its play of that truth is its Lila.

This is the logic of the way of universal being of Brahman,
the creation. It is the intelligence of Maya. As is with the
being of Brahman, its consciousness, Maya also is not bound
to a finite restriction of itself. It can be many things
simultaneously. Maya as the supreme and universal
consciousness and force of the Infinite is aware of itself as
the consciousness-force of cosmic Nature. At the same time
it experiences itself as the individual being and consciousness
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in all existence. The individual consciousness can see itself as
limited and separate. It can also put off its limitations and
know itself as universal. And again it can know itself as
transcendent of the universe. There is no difficulty in the
One thus seeing or experiencing itself triply. The only
difficulty is to understand the connections between the
status of a limited consciousness with the infinite self
knowledge and all knowledge.

A second possibility of the Infinite consciousness is its
power of self-limitation within the integral illimitable
consciousness and knowledge. Spiritual individuality means
that each individual self or spirit is a centre of self-vision and
all-vision and have its own awareness of its self-truth and its
self-nature. It would be Consciousness limiting its action with
full knowledge, not a movement of ignorance. But apart
from this individualising self-limitation, there must also be in
the consciousness of the Infinite a power of cosmic limitation.
It must be able to limit its action so as to base a given world
or universe and to keep it in its own order, harmony, self-
building. Inthe same way, the putting forth of an independent
action of some power like Mind, Life or Matter is also a
similar principle of self-limitation. It is not only possible for
the illimitable to limit itself, but it is also one of its many,
illimitable powers. But this would not be a separation or a
real division as all the Infinite Consciousness would be around
and behind it and supporting it.

(contd.)
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Prayers and Meditations of The Mother

November 2, 1912

Although my whole being is in theory consecrated to Thee,
O Sublime Master, who art the life, the light and the love in all
things, I still find it hard to carry out this consecration in detail. It
has taken me several weeks to learn that the reason for this written
meditation, its justification, lies in the very fact of addressing it
daily to Thee. In this way | shall put into material shape each day a
little of the conversation | have so often with Thee; | shall make my
confession to Thee as well as it may be; not because | think | can
tell Thee anything—for Thou art Thyself everything, but our artifi-
cial and exterior way of seeing and understanding is, if it may be so
said, foreign to Thee, opposed to Thy nature. Still by turning to-
wards Thee, by immersing myself in Thy light at the moment when
I consider these things, little by little I shall see them more like
what they really are,—until the day when, having made myself one
in identity with Thee, | shall no more have anything to say to Thee,
for then | shall be Thou. This is the goal that | would reach; towards
this victory all my efforts will tend more and more. | aspire for the
day when I can no longer say “I”, for | shall be Thou.

How many times a day, still, I act without my action being con-
secrated to Thee; | at once become aware of it by an indefinable
uneasiness which is translated in the sensibility of my body by a
pang in my heart. | then make my action objective to myself and it
seems to me ridiculous, childish or blameworthy; I deplore it, for a
moment | am sad, until | dive into Thee and, there losing myself
with a child’s confidence, await from Thee the inspiration and
strength needed to set right the error in me and around me,—two
things that are one; for | have now a constant and precise perception
of the universal unity determining an absolute interdependence of
all actions.
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The Life Divine — Outline
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