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XIX. Life

The form may be dead or appear dead.
Still, this force exists in it.
It is in potential.

Its familiar operations of vitality may be suspended.
They may be about to be permanently ended.

That which is dead can be revived.

It can be done with certain limits.

There are habitual operations.

There is the response.

The circulation of active energy is there.
All these can be restored.

It will prove something.

It means what we call life is still there.
It is in the body.

It is latent.

It means it is not active in its usual habits.

They are its ordinary physical functionings.

It is a habit of nervous play and response.
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They are habits in the animal.

They are of conscious mental response.

There is a distinct entity called life.

It is difficult to suppose it.

It has gone entirely out of the body.

And it gets into it again.

It does so when it feels.

(There is nothing to connect it with the body. How can life do
it?)

It does so when somebody is stimulating the form.

There is catalepsy.

We see the operations suspended.

They are the outward physical signs.

But the mentality is there.

It is self possessed and conscious.

It is unable to compel the usual physical responses.

It is not that he is physically dead and mentally active or alive.

Or, it is not that life has gone out of the body.

The mind still inhabits it.

There are certain forms of trance. Page No.180
All functionings are suspended there. Para No.13
They are physical and outward mental.

They resume their operations afterwards.

In some cases it is by external stimulations.

A spontaneous return is more normal.

It is a return to activity from within.

The real happening is different.

It is the surface mind-force has been withdrawn.

It goes into the subconscious mind.
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The surface life-force goes into sub-active life.

There are two possibilities.

One is the whole man has lapsed into the subconscious existence.
Or else his outer life is withdrawn into that of the subconscious.
Thus the inner being is uplifted into the superconscient.

There is a main point for us at present.

The Force has indeed suspended its outer operations.

It still informs the organised substance.

It does not matter what the Force is.

It maintains the energy.

It is a dynamic energy.

It is the energy of life in the body.

There comes an irretrievable point.

It always comes.

There it is no longer possible to restore the suspended activities.
It comes with a lesion inflicted on the body.

It makes the body useless or incapable.

It is incapacity for the habitual functionings.

The lesion may not be there.

The process of disintegration might have begun.

It is the Force that renews the life action.

It becomes entirely inert to the pressure.

It is the pressure of the environing forces.

It is a mass of stimulation.

The Force keeps up a constant interchange.

Even then there is Life in the body.

This life is busy only with the process.

It is a process of disintegrating the formed substance.

Thus it escapes in its elements.

It constitutes new forms.
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There is a will in the universal forces.
It holds the form together.
Now, it withdraws from constitution.

It supports, instead, a process of disintegration.

It is the real death of the body.
Till then there is no real death.

Life is a universal Force.

It is its dynamic play.

It is a Force.

In mental consciousness it organises itself.
Nervous vitality too organises similarly.
They do so in our world.

It is done in the form of Matter.

They are inherent in the Force.

They appear because they are inherent.
At least in some form they are there.
They certainly are there in principle.
There is a life play of this Force.

It manifests itself.

It does so as an interchange of stimulation.

Stimulation goes with response.

It is between different forms.

These forms are built up by them.

Their pulsation is dynamic and constant.
It is kept in it.

Each form is constantly taking into itself.
It gives out again.

Page No.181
Para No.14

It gives out the breath and energy of the common Force.

Each form feeds on that.
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It nourishes itself.

It does so by various means.

It does it indirectly by taking in other forms.

The energy is stored there.

Or it does so directly by absorbing the dynamic discharges.
It is received from outside.

All this is the play of Life.

It is not always recognisable by us.

We do so when it belongs to our own organisation.
Its own organisation must be sufficient.

It must enable us to perceive its movements.

They are the outward and complex ones.

When it partakes of the nervous type, it is recognisable.
The same is true if it belongs to the vital energy.
We readily admit life in the plant.

It is for this reason.

The obvious phenomena of life are there.

(They can be our own phenomena.

It may not be very different from ours.

It will have its vital system.

Thus, it can manifest nervosity.

Then it becomes easy for us to admit life).

But we are unwilling to recognise life in the metal.
We deny it in the earth also.

The chemical atom too does not qualify.

Here the phenomenal development can be detected.
We can do so with difficulty.

To us, it does not exist apparently.

Contd...
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