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Book Il Chapter 2

Brahman, Purusha, Ishwara — Maya, Prakriti, Shakti
(English Summary)

A third power is its power of self-absorption, of plunging
into itself, into a state. In this state the self-awareness exists
but not as knowledge or all-knowledge. The all would then
be involved and lost in the pure being. This is, luminously, the
state which we call Superconscience in an absolute sense.
This self-absorption, this trance of infinity is again no longer
luminously but darkly the state which we call the Inconscient.
In this state the being of the Infinite is there though by its
appearance of inconscience it seems to us rather to be an
infinite non-being. A self-oblivious intrinsic consciousness
and force are there in the apparent non-being. It is by the
energy in a trance of self-absorption of the Inconscient, an
ordered world is created.

Self-variation, self-limitation and self-absorption are
possibilities of the Infinite Consciousness. It is by virtue of its
principle of self-limitation that it puts forth Mind, Life and
Matter as subordinate movements within the larger
framework. The principle of self-absorption makes possible a
fundamental double status of being such as that of the
Nirguna standing back from the Saguna, and absorbed in its
purity and immobility, while the rest is held back behind a
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veil and not admitted within that special status. All this looks
strange and abnormal to the surface reason as it acquainted
only with our normal status of limited ignorance. It becomes
easily intelligible and admissible in the light of the larger
reason. It is the logic of the Infinite.

Brahman the Reality is the self-existent Absolute and
Mavya is the Consciousness and Force of this self-existence;
but with regard to the universe Brahman appears as the Self
of all existence, the Purusha and Maya is seen as its Force,
Prakriti acting separate from Purusha. Atman, the cosmic
Self, appears as the Supreme Self transcendent of its own
cosmicity and at the same time individual-universal in each
being; Maya can then be seen as the self-power, Atma-Shakti,
of the Atman. The Self, an aspect of the Brahman can be
intimately felt as at once individual, cosmic, transcendent of
the universe.

The experience of Purusha-Prakriti relations is of immense
pragmatic importance; for on these relations the whole play
of the consciousness depends in the embodied being. If the
Purusha in us is passive and allows Nature to act, then the
soul in mind, life, body in us, becomes subject to our nature
and driven by its activities; that is the normal state of our
ignorance. If the Purusha in us becomes aware of itself as the
Witness and stands back from Nature, that is the first step to
the soul’s freedom since we are no longer involved in her
works to make the sanction automatic but free and effective.
The Purusha can cease to be subject and become lord of its
nature, 'isvara’.
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In the philosophy of Sankya Purusha-Prakriti are eternally
separate entities, but in relation to each other. An apparent
duality is created in Purusha and Prakriti in order that there
may be a free action of Nature and a free and masterful
action of the Spirit controlling the work of Nature. In each
status of the gradations of Nature, the Spirit takes a poise of
its being proper to that gradation; in Mind-Nature it becomes
the mental being, in Life-Nature it becomes the vital being, in
nature of Matter it becomes the physical being, in supermind
it becomes the Being of Knowledge; in the supreme spiritual
status it becomes the Being of Bliss and pure Existence. In us,
in the embodied individual, it is the psychic Entity, the inner
Self supporting our spiritual existence. The Purusha,
individual in us, becomes cosmic in the cosmos and
transcendent in the transcendence.

Whatever the posture taken by the Purusha-Prakriti, the
Being is the lord or ruler of its nature: for even when it allows
Nature to have its own way with it, its consent is necessary to
support her workings. This comes out in its fullest revelation
in the third aspect of the Reality, the Divine Being who is the
master and creator of the universe. Here the supreme
Person, the Being comes to the front. Ishwara, the supreme
Purusha is the most comprehensive of the aspects of the
Reality. He is supracosmic as well as intracosmic. He is that
which exceeds and inhabits and supports all individuality.
The Gods of popular religions are his limited representations.
Saguna Brahman active and possessed of qualities and
Nirguna Brahman without qualities are two aspects of
Ishwara. Ishwara is Brahman the Reality, creator of the
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universe and one with it and yet superior to it. He is the
Eternal, the Infinite, the Divine Transcendence.

While admitting the Divine Being, the supreme Person
and All-Person as the Ishwara, a difficulty arises in
understanding his rule or government of world-existence.
Because we immediately transfer to him our mental
conception of a human ruler who is acting by the mind. But
there is no need for the Divine Being to act by an arbitrary
will or idea as he is not limited by mind and has an all-
consciousness. He is aware of his own all-wisdom working
them out according to the truth that is in them. He is himself
present in their working. But he also exceeds and overrules
it. It often appears to be magical and miraculous because it
proceeds and acts upon Nature from a divine Supernature.
The real truth is that the world is governed by the One in all
and over all who is infinite in his consciousness. According to
the law and logic of an infinite consciousness, we ought to
understand the significance and building and movement of
the universe.

If we regard this aspect of the one Reality and put it in
close connection with other aspects, we can get a complete
view of the relation between the eternal Self-Existence and
the dynamics of the Consciousness-Force by which it
manifests the universe. If we can place ourselves in a silent
Self-existence immobile, static, inactive, it will appear that
Maya is doing everything and is able to effectuate all its
conceptions. But when we step back from the outer dynamic
appearance of things, not into a witness Silence, but into an
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inner dynamic participating experience of the Spirit, we find
that this Maya, Shakti, is itself the power of the Being, the
Ishwara. The Being is lord of her and of all things. We see him
doing everything in his own sovereignty as the creator and
ruler of his own manifestation. Or, if he stands back and
allows freedom of action to the forces of Nature and her
creatures, his sovereignty is still innate in the permission.
What Nature does is really done by the Spirit. This too is a
truth that becomes evident when we go behind the veil and
feel the presence of a living Reality which is everything and
determines everything. It is the All-powerful and is All-ruler.
This is the fundamental truth-aspect of the Absolute.
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Prayers and Meditations of The Mother

November 3, 1912

LET Thy Light be in me like a Fire that makes all alive; let
Thy divine Love penetrate me. | aspire with all my being for
Thy reign as sovereign and master of my mind and heart and
body; let them be Thy docile instruments and Thy faithful
servitors.

***k

November 19, 1912

| SAID yesterday to that young Englishman who is seeking
for Thee with so sincere a desire, that | had definitively found
Thee, that the Union was constant. Such is indeed the state of
which | am conscious. All my thoughts go towards Thee, all
my acts are consecrated to Thee; Thy Presence is for me an
absolute, immutable, invariable fact, and Thy Peace dwells
constantly in my heart. Yet | know that this state of union is
poor and precarious compared with that which it will become
possible for me to realise tomorrow, and | am as yet far, no
doubt very far, from that identification in which I shall totally
lose the notion of the “I”, of that “I”, which I still use in order
to express myself, but which is each time a constraint, like a
term unfit to express the thought that is seeking for expression.
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It seems to me indispensable for human communication, but
all depends on what this “I” manifests; and how many times
already, when | pronounce it, it is Thou who speakest in me,
for 1 have lost the sense of separativity.

But all this is still in embryo and will continue to grow
towards perfection. What an appeasing assurance there is in
this serene confidence in Thy All-Might!

Thou art all, everywhere, and in all, and this body which
acts is Thy own body, just as is the visible universe in its
entirety; it is Thou who breathest, thinkest and lovest in this
substance which, being Thyself, desires to be Thy willing
servant.

(continued - 2)
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